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ILGA’S crisis

NAMBLA vote
could mean end
of organization
by Lou Chibbaro Jr.
The status of the In-
ternational . Lesbian
and Gay Association
(ILGA) as the recog-
nized representative of - [N Eeeaia
Gay groups throughout  ~ y, 450 Dorf, ILGA’s
the world will be at cpjer representative

stake later this month  from the United States
when ILGA’s 16th An- ;

nual World Conference votes on whether to expel
- a controversial pedophile group from its ranks.
 Continued on page 21
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Vote could overshadow conference

: _"Future of the mternallonal Gay orgamzauon hangs in the balance

Conrmued fram page 1
~ The conference, scheduled te be held
! in New York City June 24 to July 3, is
. expecled to draw 300 delegates repre-
senting Gay organizations in as many
- as 60 countries, accordmg 1o ILGA
| officials.
~ Theeventalso marks the first ume in

world conference in the United States.
Officials say they had hoped to focus

‘:g‘;on such topics as the expanding Gay

* movement in Eastern Europe and hu-
~man rights abuses of Gays in Asia,
Latin America, and other regions, But
* virtually all of TLGA’s officers have
~ conceded that those and other
international issues will be
overshadowed by the group’s vote on

‘whether to oust one of its most contro- |

versial members — the North
-+, American Man-Boy Love Association
. (NAMBLA).

- | Hanging in the balance, ILGA mem-
~_ bers say, will be ILGA’s prestigious
status as a non-voting, consultative

. member of the United Nations Eco- . L
all the secretariat members voted last
November to urge the ILGA world
conference to oust NAMBLA. Thus a
‘vote by the organization to refain
'NAMBLA, Dorf said, will be viewed

¢ nomic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
: U.N. officials, reeling over complaims

by the United States and other nations
~ about ILGA’s links with NAMBLA,

- phile organizations.
i NAMBLA supports the repea! of all

. laws banmng sexual relations between -

* adults and minors. Although the group
has said it Opposes all forms of sexual

) & Juven:les and adults should be free (o
~ enter into ‘“non-exploitive” relation-
ships, including sexual relationships.

: cial status member in 1993 after years
. of lobbying by ILGA and its support-

¢ tance into the UN. as a major break-
through for the Gay movement. The

- special status enables ILGA members
., to attend UN. meetings and events
,  associated with human rights and
_ health-related issues, giving them direct

access to lobby U.N. delegates. =~
~ Most Gay activists believe ILGA’

> years for another Gay organization (0

acceptance to the U N
. 'I‘he repercussmnb frorn a de

i oo govemmg ody, said at le
v _' secrclanat membe w1ll wi hd

" over ten years that ILGA has held its

| Wml d Co nterenc e

1 6t11 Annual_;

i have said TLGA itself will be expelled
« from the TN, if it docs not severe its
ies with NAMBLA and oaher pedu-.;_‘f

¢ | exploitation of minors, its press re-
¢ . leases and position papers have said :
: organization would have a hard fime
recovering,” said D.C. Gay activist
~ Rick Rosendall. Rosendall said he will
- ECOSOC admitted ILGA as a spe-

n ers, Gay activists hailed ILGA’s accep-

.« | ouster from the U.N. would be viewed
. as a serious setback for Gays. UN.
 officials have said it will likely take‘-

~ build the support it needs 1o gain

A withdrawal of ILGA’s secretari-
at members could trigger other
resignations and the mass with-

drawal of many of ILGA’s mem-_

ber groups,

as a vole. of “no conf' d" '
leaders. . '

A wnhdrawal of ILGA secretariat
!__members could frigger other resigna-
tions and the mass withdrawal of many
of ILGA's member groups, ofﬁcmls
say, a development that could lead 10
the disintegration of ILGA itself,

“It would be a blow from whlch th

attend the TLGA conference as a repre-

sentative of the D.C, Gay and Lesbian
Activists Alliance and the Gay an_d:

Leshian Association of Choruses.

. He said he will vote for NAMBLA’
expulsion and will lobby other U S
delegates to do the same. :

“ILGA doesn’t deserve (o survive 1f *

it decides to retain NAMBLA ? said

‘Rosendall. “NAMBLA’s posmoﬂs are
‘at odds with the posmons of the
',I.esblan and Gay movement.”

Rosendall and other activists have
said they will look for “another
mtemauoml Gay group to replace. IL-
GA at the United Nations if the ILGA
conference does not expel NAMBLA.
- Under ILGA’S _constitution, 'the

o _Hjerpekjon saxd lLGA accepted NAM
~ BLA as a member over ten years ago

when ILGA was dominated by radical

 leaning Gay groups in Western Europe.

Hijerpekjon and other ILGA leaders

~ said then that a large number of new
~ organizations have joined ILGA in

recent years that represent mainstream

- Gay groups in Europe as well as North

Amenca, ‘Latin America, Eastern Eu-

rope, and Asia. These newer groups,
 ILGA leaders say, will likely support a
- pendmg resolution 1o expel NAMBLA
and any other group that espouses
- NAMBLA’s views. Dorf, a resident of
 San Francisco, said she met last month
with ILGA members in Europe and
returned with a perception that most of

the European members support efforts

_to expel NAMBLA,

“I'm more optimistic than I have
been before that we will get the 80
percent we need [to remove NAM-
BLA],” Dorf said in a telephone

_ interview this week.

A pre-conference schedule released

| by ILGA last month says the NAM-

BLA vote is scheduled for the morning

of Thursday, June 30.

Dorf and other ILGA officials saxd

the conference will also discuss many
. :.‘other top:cs deemed important o Gays

regions of the world. Literature

released by the ILGA Committee of the
‘New York City Lesbian and Gay Com-
mumty Services Center, which is host-
ing the conference, states that members

will give presemanons on specific sub-

jects at a series of workshops, The

literature  says policy decisions and

future ILGA activities will be debated -
and decided at several plenary sessions.

Among the topics slated for the

. workshops are Gay movement activity
~ in most regions of the world, including
- Eastern and Western Europe, Asian,
'_:Afnca, Latin = America,
'Amcnca

and North |

ILGA snpporters say a list oF Gay

_ groups slated to be admitted into ILGA
- at the conference in New York illus-
trates how the Gay movement appears
to be growing in developing nations.
.Arnong those applying for membership
_are five separate Gay groups from
~ Mexico and two each from Indonesia
and Lithuania. Other Gay groups seek-
_ing membership hail from India, Tur-

key, the Philippines, Romania, '

.Ukrame, South Africa, Finland, Nicara-
- :gua'Col”mbm, Chﬂe Braznl and Ar-'




